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PREFACE

The driver of a light-, medium-, or heavy-equipment transporter is charged with an awesome responsibility.  Not only will he be driving one of the largest vehicles in the Army's vehicle fleet but also one of the heaviest vehicles.  Therefore, as a prerequisite, the individual must have been qualified and licensed to operate a 5-ton tractor and semitrailer for at least one year before receiving a license to operate an equipment transporter.

Therefore, this TC provides standardized driver training and testing for the light-, medium-, and heavy-equipment transporter operator.  This TC stresses hands-on training with minimal classroom instruction.  It does not include any theater unique requirements.

The lesson outlines are used to teach the novice (inexperienced) driver to operate the light-, medium-, and/or heavy-equipment transporter.  They can also be used to teach the apprentice driver.  (The apprentice driver is defined as a driver that has been driving military vehicles for at least one year.)  The apprentice driver may learn to operate the light-, medium-, and/or heavy-equipment transporter in less time than the novice assuming that skills learned on other military vehicles are positive skills transferable to operating light-, medium-, and/or heavy-equipment transporter.

NOTE:  The trainer must be aware that a positive transfer of skills does not always occur.  Conceivably, the apprentice driver might need MORE training than the novice driver to safely operate the light-, medium-, and/or heavy-equipment transporters.

To effectively execute this program, each instructor should ensure the light-, medium-, and/or heavy-equipment transporter operators are trained and tested to the standards in this TC.  This TC was specifically designed for the light-, medium-, and heavy-equipment transporter to include PMCS and vehicle operations.  Any deviation from the successful completion of these basic standards will only lessen the soldier's overall driving effectiveness.

Additionally, we recommend graduates (licensed drivers) of this program be supervised until they have gained the experience to operate safely and should not be placed in situations that may be above their skill level.  Periodically, the supervisor should ride with each of the drivers to observe safe operating procedures and to determine the need for additional training.

The proponent of this publication is the US Army Transportation School.  Submit changes for improving this publication on DA Form 2028 (Recommended Changes to Publication and Blank Forms) and forward it to Commandant, US Army Transportation School, ATSP-TDX, Fort Eustis, Virginia 23604-5001.

Unless this publication states otherwise, masculine nouns and pronouns do not refer exclusively to men.
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